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Name
Pronouns (if you wish)
Major
Where did you go abroad?



The Flow

• Creating or editing resume with 
abroad experiences

• How to use experience abroad 
in an interview or cover letter

• Strategies and resources for 
international job searches

• Questions?



Relevant Experience



Refer to handout

Think back to your time abroad. 
Where do these competencies 

show up?



3 minutes to make
updates to our
resume



So…
You got the interview



Behavioral Interview Questions
Ø Tell me about a time when…

Ø Describe a situation where you… 

Ø Give me an example of when you…

Situation/Task
• The Organization/Context
• Your Role
• What Needed to Happen

Action
• How you addressed
• The unique talent and skill 

you utilized

Result/Relevance
• What was accomplished or learned
• How it’ll be a value add in your next role



Studied a different 
language

Your experiences abroad
Collected data for 
research project Experienced the culture

Conducted research 
on bird population of 
Costa Rica.

Took 2 Spanish 
courses in Valencia. Practiced speaking 

Spanish with locals at 
weekly farmers markets.

Explored history, 
culture, and national 
identity in South Korean 
through cinema and 
television.



Searching for 
jobs abroad

Considerations

• Work Visas

• Graduate School

• Working for an affiliate

• Jobs that take us abroad
– Teaching English
– Peace Corps

• Connecting with people already doing it



When you work abroad, you will need a visa for employment (and to get paid!). Every country is 
different with the visa process and requirements.

Working Visas

Countries where it is “easy” to get a visa: 

Most students qualify for a Working Holiday Visa which allows US citizens to work abroad for 6 
months to 24 months depending on the country. US citizens may obtain a Working Holiday Visa from 
the following countries:

• Australia
• New Zealand
• Singapore
• Canada
• South Korea
• Ireland

*To understand the ins and outs of each visa, visit the country’s immigration and citizenship 
webpage



Graduate School
Attending graduate school may be a way to boost your career options, and going abroad could be an affordable 
opportunity to gain cultural experiences. If attending graduate school, you often obtain a STUDENT or STUDY 
VISA, which can allow graduate students to also work while in school. 

Tips for Graduate School:

• Most importantly, consider WHERE you would like to live for 1 – 3 years (depending on program length)

• Consider the cost of the program and if there is financial aid available as an international student

Resources:

• Across the Pond for options in the UK 

• DAAD Masters Scholarship for options in Germany

• GoOverseas Graduate School article published this year for specific programs and details



Work for an affiliate
This option may keep you based in the United States but will have the opportunity to travel abroad for work. 
This can also be an easier way to gain employment without a work visa because you will be hired by a US 
company.

Affiliate Programs to consider
• School for Field Studies (SFS)

• Just recently posted a Wellness Coordinator position
• CEA
• API
• ISA
• USAC
• SIT
• Semester at Sea – home office is in Fort Collins!

OR consider working for an Education Abroad office at any university!



Teaching English
Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) is a program that reaches across the world. Countries that 
are always seeking English teachers are: China, South Korea, Japan, Cambodia.

• Explore programs that assist with the TEFL certification and provide job placement 
– Premier TEFL

– International TEFL Academy

– The International Educator

– JET Program

• What to keep in mind when looking at TEFL certifications and programs
– Cost of the program

– The support you receive with finding positions and making connections

– Housing options once you are abroad

– If it feels like a scam, it probably is!



Peace Corps
Peace Corps Recruiter here on campus!



International connections
People who have worked abroad, or are currently working abroad, have great insight to the ins and outs of 
international work. Think about… 

• The staff you met from your program - can you reach out to them?

• What about faculty you know who have gone abroad? 

• Family and friend connections – reach out to them and ask about their experience

• Social media and LinkedIn – can you make a professional connection and ask to chat for 10 –
20 minutes to learn more about their experience?



Resources to consider

•Teaching English 
•Work Away 
•Funded opportunities: Fulbright or fellowships
•Going Global
•Career Center
•Graduate School
•Working for an affiliate
•Government jobs 
•Peace Corps
•Companies in the US that have international components such as non profits, 
tour guides, corporations that conduct international business
•LinkedIn - Alumni tool through CSU





Thank you!
Sam Palmer (she/her)

Career Education Manager for Warner College of 
Natural Resources

Sam.Palmer@colostate.edu

Please take this survey for the 
Education Abroad office

mailto:Sam.Palmer@colostate.edu

